
Course Descriptions - Grade 9 - John McCrae Secondary School 
 

English 
 
ENG 1D - Academic:  This course develops the oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy 
skills needed for success in secondary school academic programs and in their daily life. Students will analyse 
literary texts from contemporary and historical periods, interpret informational and graphic texts, and create 
oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on the use of strategies that 
contribute to effective communication. The course is intended to prepare students for Gr. 10 Academic English, 
 
ENG 1P - Applied: This course develops the key oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy 
skills needed for success in secondary school and daily life. Students will read, interpret, and create a variety 
of informational, literary, and graphic texts. An important focus will be on identifying and using appropriate 
strategies and processes to improve students’ comprehension of texts and to help them communicate clearly 
and effectively. The course is intended to prepare students for Gr. 10 Applied English, 
 
ENG 1L - Locally Developed: This course provides the foundational literacy and communication skills 
required for success in daily life and in the workplace. The course is organized by strands that develop 
listening and talking skills, reading and viewing skills, and writing skills. The focus is on developing 
foundational literacy skills and in using language clearly and accurately in a variety of authentic contexts. 
Students reflect regularly upon their growth in these areas. This course prepares students for Grade 10 Locally 
Developed English (ENG2L). 
 

Mathematics 
 
 
MTH1W - New Grade 9 Math Course replacing Academic and Applied.  This course enables students to 
consolidate, and continue to develop, an understanding of mathematical concepts related to number sense 
and operations, algebra, measurement, geometry, data, probability, and financial literacy. Students will use 
mathematical processes, mathematical modelling, and coding to make sense of the mathematics they are 
learning and to apply their understanding to culturally responsive and relevant real-world situations. Students 
will continue to enhance their mathematical reasoning skills, including proportional reasoning, spatial 
reasoning, and algebraic reasoning, as they solve problems and communicate their thinking. 
 
 
MAT 1L - Locally Developed: This course focuses on the knowledge and skills required to be well 
prepared for success in the Grade 10 Locally-Developed Math (MAT2L). It will support students in developing 
and enhancing strategies that they need to develop mathematical literacy and the confidence to use these 
skills in their daily lives. Money Sense, Measurement and Proportional Reasoning form the basis of the course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Science 
 
SNC 1D - Academic: This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in 
biology, chemistry, earth and space science, and physics, and to relate science to technology, society, and the 
environment. Throughout the course, students will develop their skills in the processes of scientific 
investigation. Students will acquire an understanding of scientific theories and conduct investigations related to 
sustainable ecosystems; atomic and molecular structures and the properties of elements and compounds; the 
study of the universe and its properties and components; and the principles of electricity. 
 
SNC 1P - Applied: This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in biology, 
chemistry, earth and space science, and physics, and to apply their knowledge of science to everyday 
situations. They are given opportunities to develop practical skills related to scientific investigation. Students 
will plan and conduct investigations into practical problems and issues related to the impact of human activity 
on ecosystems; the structure and properties of elements and compounds; space exploration and the 
components of the universe, and static and current electricity. 
 
SNC 1L - Locally Developed:  This course prepares students for Grade 10 Locally-developed Science 
(SNC2L) and/or Grade 11 Workplace Science (SNC3E). This course reinforces and strengthens 
science-related knowledge and skills, including scientific inquiry, critical thinking and the relationship between 
science, society and the environment. Students explore a range of topics including Science in Daily Life, 
Properties of Common Materials, Staying Alive: Life Sustaining Processes, and Electrical Circuits. 
 
SNC 1DF - Academic Immersion:  This course follows the identical curriculum of SNC1D except it is 
delivered in French. 

 
 

Geography 
 
CGC 1D - Academic: This course explores Canada's distinct and changing character and the geographic 
systems and relationships that shape it. Students will investigate the interactions of natural and human 
systems within Canada as well as Canada's economic, cultural, and environmental connections to other 
countries. Students will use a variety of geotechnologies and inquiry and communication methods to analyse 
and evaluate geographic issues and present their findings. 
 
CGC1P - Applied: This course focuses on current geographic issues that affect Canadians. Students will 
draw on their personal and everyday experiences as they explore issues relating to food and water supplies, 
competing land uses, interactions with the natural environment, and other topics relevant to sustainable living 
in Canada. They will also develop an awareness that issues that affect their lives in Canada are interconnected 
with issues in other parts of the world. Throughout the course, students will use the concepts of geographic 
thinking, the geographic inquiry process, and spatial technologies to guide and support their investigations. 
 
CGC1DF - Academic Immersion:  This course follows the identical curriculum of CGC1D except it is 
delivered in French. 
 
CGC1PF - Applied Immersion:  This course follows the identical curriculum of CGC1P except it is 
delivered in French. 



French 
 
FSF1D - Academic Core:  This course emphasizes the further development of oral communication, 
reading, and writing skills. Students will build on and apply their knowledge of French while exploring a variety 
of themes, such as relationships, social trends, and careers. Thematic readings, which include a selection of 
short stories, articles, and poems, will serve as stepping stones to oral and written activities. 
 
FSF1P - Applied Core:  This course emphasizes the concurrent development of oral communication, 
reading, and writing skills, using a broad-based theme such as the media. Students will enhance their ability to 
understand and speak French through conversations, discussions, and presentations. They will also read short 
stories, articles, poems, and songs, and write brief descriptions, letters, dialogues, and invitations. 
 
FSF1O - Open Core:  This is an introductory course for students who have little or no knowledge of French 
or who have not accumulated the minimum 600 hours of elementary core French instruction. Students will 
begin to speak and understand French in guided and structured interactive settings. They will develop 
fundamental skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing while exploring themes that are relevant to their 
daily lives, such as talking about themselves, asking for directions, discussing the weather and ordering food. 
Throughout the course, students will develop their awareness of diverse French-speaking communities in 
Canada and the world and will acquire an understanding and appreciation of these communities.  They will 
also develop a variety of skills necessary for lifelong language learning. 
 
FIF1D - Academic Immersion:  This course enables students to enhance their knowledge of the French 
language and to further develop their language skills through the study of 20th Century North American 
Francophone literature and culture. Students will participate in oral communication, reading, and writing 
activities as they study an authentic novel and selected authentic poems, legends, songs, films, and 
newspaper articles from French-speaking regions of North America. 
 

 
Arts Options 

 
 
ADA1O - Drama - Open level:  This introductory course offers students a variety of opportunities to explore 
theatre arts and themselves.  Beginning with an introduction to a variety of dramatic forms (Tableau, Chorus, 
etc.), students learn the essential elements of each form and are able to perform a sample as the culminating 
activity.  Students are then lead through the process of creating unique characters that are realistic and rich. 
This concludes with a performance of a student-created character monologue allowing them to test their 
creation on an audience.  Next, students explore small (2 – 3 actor) pre-written scripts learning how to breathe 
life into a character created by someone else, but that is brought to life with the experience and resources of 
the actor.  Finally, students are engaged in a large group production of a small, One-Act play which allows 
each student an opportunity to use their performance skills.  At the same time, students get a taste of all of the 
additional elements that go into making a full-production performance.  A student-favourite (Improv!) rounds 
out the course with hilarity and quick-thinking mayhem.  No prior drama experience is required 
 
 
 
 



AVI1O - Visual Arts - Open level:   This is a course for  beginner art students. Students will become 
familiar with the elements and principles of design (art theory) and learn to describe their and others works 
using this new artistic language. Essential skill development will focus on observational drawing, colour theory, 
colour mixing, drawing, painting, and sculpture techniques. Students will work with a variety of materials, 
including graphite, coloured pencil, acrylic paint, clay, and recycled sculptural materials. Students will also 
focus on the creative process as an important aspect of artistic practice. As such, each project has a planning, 
production, and reflection component.  No prior art experience is required. 
 
AMU1O - Instrumental Music - Open level:  This course emphasizes the performance of music that 
develops technique, sensitivity, and imagination. Students will develop an understanding of their instrument 
along with general music knowledge in theory, history, analysis, and music appreciation. Students will perform 
individually as well as in various ensembles to learn and demonstrate their skills and musicianship.  No prior 
knowledge of an instrument is required. 
 
 
AMV1O -  Vocal Performance - Open level:  This course is designed to promote music education 
through vocal performance in and outside the classroom. Students will spend a large amount of time 
performing as a choral ensemble. Learning how to sing, technical exercises, harmony and developing their 
love and ability to sing as both a soloist and ensemble member. Students will also be expected to perform in 
smaller groups and duos as well as choral and solo pieces. Students will learn elements of music theory, 
history and composition throughout the course to become well versed in music and the impact it has on 
society.  No prior vocal experience is required. 
 
 
AMG1O - Guitar - Open level:  This course introduces students to the fundamentals of guitar and music. 
Students will learn and develop skills on playing and performing with a guitar.  Students will develop an 
understanding of the instrument itself along with general music knowledge in theory, history, analysis, and 
music appreciation.  Students will be required to perform individually as well as in ensembles to learn and 
demonstrate their skills and musicianship.  The school has a guitar available for every student to borrow for the 
duration of the course.  No prior guitar knowledge or experience is required. 
 
 
ATC1O - Dance - Open level: This course gives students the opportunity to explore their technical and 
compositional skills by applying the elements of dance and the tools of composition in a variety of performance 
situations. Students will generate movement through structured and unstructured improvisation, demonstrate 
an understanding of safe practices with regard to themselves and others in the dance environment, and 
identify the function and significance of dance within the global community.  No prior dance experience is 
required.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Physical Education 

 
PPL1OP - Open level, Female  
PPL1OQ - Open level, Male 
PPL1O - Open level, All Genders 
 
All three of these courses follow the identical curriculum, as follows: 
 
Grade 9 Physical Education emphasizes regular participation in a variety of enjoyable physical activities that 
promote lifelong healthy active living.  Students will learn movement skills and principles, ways to improve 
personal fitness and physical competence, and safety and injury prevention. They will investigate issues 
related to healthy sexuality and the use and abuse of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs, and will participate in 
activities designed to develop goal-setting, communication, and social skills. 
 
 
 
 

Business Studies 
 
BTT1O - Open level:  This course introduces students to information and communication technology in a 
business environment and builds a foundation of digital literacy skills necessary for success in a 
technologically driven society. Students will develop word processing, spreadsheet, database, desktop 
publishing, presentation software, and website design skills.  Throughout the course, there is an emphasis on 
digital literacy, effective electronic research, communication skills, and current issues related to the impact of 
information and communication technology. 
 
BTT1OF - Open level - Immersion:  This course follows the identical curriculum of BTT1O except it is 
delivered in French. 

 
 

Technology 
 
TIJ1O - Open level:  This course enables students to explore and develop technological knowledge and 
skills through hands-on practice and computer generated activities. The course is divided into two sections: the 
“Soft Tech” and “Hard Tech” areas of technology. While in “Hard Tech”, students will be given the opportunity 
to design and build products, working with a variety of tools and equipment commonly used in industry. While 
in the “Soft Tech” portion of the course, students will be given the opportunity to design and create products 
using various computer software. Throughout both sections, students will develop an awareness of 
environmental and societal issues around technology, and will begin to explore further options in secondary 
and postsecondary education leading to future careers. 
 
TIJ1OF - Open level, French Immersion:  This course follows the identical curriculum as TIJ1O except it 
is delivered in French. 
 
 


